Thanksgiving in the Woods
By Phyllis Alsdurf
Based on a true story from author Phyllis Alsdurf,

Thanksgiving in the Woods is the tale of a family who
gathers together in the forest for a magical
Thanksgiving celebration.
The family works together to create a
wonderland in the woods – a bonfire, tables for
food, hay bales to sit on, and lights in the trees.
The young cousins build a fort out of tree
branches. Food is piled high and a long line of
people fill their plates with traditional delights
like turkey, corn, and stuffing.
Their celebration ends with everyone coming
together in song, singing around the campfire
and sharing their thanks.
Tis the gift to be simple
Tis the gift to be free
Tis the gift to come down where we
ought to be
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Thanksgiving Wreath
Thanksgiving makes us think of warm welcomes –
and what is a better welcome sign than a wreath
hanging on your door? Create this simple but beautiful
wreath with items from around your house!
You Will Need:
 Construction paper or card stock in
fall colors like red, orange, yellow,
brown, and green – or you could
use colored pencils, markers, or
crayons if you only have white
paper
 Pencil
 Scissors
 Tape
 Yarn, string, or twine to hang the
wreath
Directions:
 Trace your hand onto the
construction paper or card stock –
several times for each color (brown, orange, red, and yellow)
o Be creative if you don’t have those colors – what can you create?
 Carefully cut out each handprint
 Lay out the hands to make a circle with a little bit of overlap so that you can glue or
tape them together
 Turn the wreath over (so that the glue or tape is in the back) and decorate with
leaves, acorns, or other items that you create!
 Use a little bit more glue or tape to attach a piece of yarn, string, or twine so that
you can hang up your Thanksgiving Wreath!

What Are You
Thankful For?

Coloring!

Coloring!

