
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Your Hands-On-History At Your House Challenge  

for this week is to create a Historic Newspaper! 
 

Using the History Information for this week, focused on eras in local history, 
what story do you want to present? 

 

Newspapers are all about sharing stories with the public.  Newspapers are a great way to 
learn about life in the past as they contain not only news stories but social news (like 

wedding announcements), cultural news (like community events), advertisements for all 
sorts of things (like clothes, cars, household items, food, sports information, and much more! 

 

Be sure to watch the Challenge Video for more information. 
 

Remember, you can be a Museum Assistant and create a smaller project or a  
Museum Curator and create a larger project.  Follow the guidelines below!   

Remember to share your finished project on social media with #HistoryAtMyHouse2020 
 
 

 
Museum Assistant Challenge 

 

Pick a time period from the eras listed in the 
History Information.  Using a piece of paper, 

create a title for your newspaper with all of the 
needed information (see Activity Sheets) and 

create 1 news story and 1 advertisement 
based on the era you’ve chosen.  

 

 
Museum Curator Challenge 

 

Pick a time period from the eras listed in the 
History Information.  Using a piece of paper, 

create a title for your newspaper with all of the 
needed information (see Activity Sheets) and 

create 2 news stories, 1 social or cultural story, 
and 1 advertisement based on the era  

you’ve chosen. 



History Information  

Historical time periods are fascinating to study.  From the 
fashion trends to the technology and transportation 
changes to the way people spend their average day.  

These next several pages will take you through 200 years 
of local history based on: 

 
Transportation 

Major World Events 
Major Social and Cultural Events 

Fashion Trends 
 

This information will help you as you put together your 
newspaper for this week’s Museum Challenge.   

 
Newspapers are a great way to learn about life in the past as 

they contain not only news stories but social news (like 
wedding announcements), cultural news (like community 

events), advertisements for all sorts of things (like clothes, cars, 
household items, food, sports information, and so much more! 

 
Each era has tons of history with important events, people, 

places, and movements.  Only a few items are listed for each 
era to give you an idea of what life was like. 

 



1790 – 1830 
   

Horses pulled 
carriages and 

wagons 

Ohio became the 17th State in 
the United States of America.  

The United Sates was still a 
very young nation and faced 
challenges such as the War of 

1812.  The era resulted in 
major land purchases (like the 
Louisiana Purchase) and the 

growth of the US. 

Explorers Meriwether 
Lewis and William 

Clark set out on their 
journey to explore the 

west. 



1790 – 1830 
Fashion 



 
 

1830 – 1870  

Canals and trains made 
transportation a lot easier.  

Businesses could ship their goods 
faster and further.  Individuals still 
used horses and carriages to get 
around for their day to day lives. 

The enslavement of 
millions of African 

Americans split the 
country apart, leading 

the Civil War.  Southern 
states wanted to keep 

their slaves, so they left 
the United States to 

form their own country.   

The Civil War lasted four 
years and resulted in 

hundreds of thousands of 
deaths.  In the end, nearly 4 

million enslaved African 
Americans were freed.   



1830 – 1870 
Fashion  

  



 

1870 – 1900 
 

  

Alexander Graham Bell invented the first 
telephone!  People had been using the 
telegraph as a way to send messages 

over long distances.  The telegraph used 
Morse Code to send sounds (dits and 

dashes).  Each letter and number had its 
own code and telegraph operators could 

decipher the messages.   
 

The telephone sent the actual voice over 
long distances.  People could now talk to 

each other from across the country. 

Henry Ford invented the first 
horseless carriage!  This early car 

had a gas-powered engine and 
four bicycle wheels. 

Bicycles were all the rage in this time 
period!  This unique bicycle was called a 
Penny-Farthing.  It featured a large front 
wheel and a small rear wheel to help 
balance the rider. 



1870 – 1900 
Fashion  



1900 – 1930 
 

  

The Wright Brothers 
completed the very first 
airplane flight!  The flight 
lasted only 12 seconds and 
the plane flew only about 
120 feet, but it was the start 
of the airplane era.  

Women around the 
country fought for 

Suffrage – the right to 
vote.  It was granted in 

1920 with the passing of 
the 19th Amendment.  

Though passed, many still 
did not have the right to 
vote, especially People of 

Color. The world went to war.  It began 
after the assassination the Austro-

Hungarian heir Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand.  By 1914, Europe was 

split into the Triple Entente 
(France, Russia, and England) 

fighting against the Triple Alliance 
of Germany, Austrai-Hungary, and 
Italy.  The United States joined the 
fight in 1917.  The War ended on 

November 11, 1918. 



1900 – 1930 
Fashion 

 
  



The Civil Rights Movement was underway with 
African Americans fighting for equal rights.  

Many people helped this push move forward, 
even professional athletes like Jackie Robinson 

– the first African American to play in the  
Major Leagues.   

1930 – 1960 
 

The Great Depression shatters the 
country and the world.  A major fall 

in stock prices led to a massive 
stock market crash.  Businesses 

closed, millions lost their jobs, and 
the country was in its worst 

recession ever.  Banks had no 
money.  The government created 
many projects to help people get 

back on their feet, but the impacts 
were felt by both the rich  

and the poor.   

The world went to war again.  
World War II was primarily fought 
between the Allies (England, The 
United States, and Russia) against 

the Axis (German, Italy, and Japan).  
Nazi Germany had taken over 

nearly all of Europe and began the 
Holocaust.  The Holocaust was an 

organized killing of millions of 
people, primarily Jewish people.  
The United States got involved 

after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor.   



1930 – 1960 
Fashion  



Civil Rights leaders, like John 
Lewis and Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., worked tirelessly to 

lead a nonviolent 
movement towards racial 

equality.  This era was filled 
with both progress and 
setbacks.  Violence and 
hatred against African 

Americans was prevalent 
but the fight continued.   

NASA, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration, had 
been working for years to get 
humans into space.  Projects 

Mercury and Gemini took men into 
orbit and Apollo took men to the 
moon for the first time in 1969.   

People around the country 
protested against the Vietnam War.  
The “Counterculture” of the 1960s 

pushed for civil rights, women’s 
rights, and fought against the 

traditional rules of society. 

1960 – 1990  



 

1960 – 1990 
Fashion 

 
 



Get To Know   
Your Newspaper 

 

You Will Need:   
 A local newspaper 

 

Directions: 
 Answer these questions: 

 
1. The name of this newspaper is: 

___________________________ 
 

2. This newspaper has been printing 
since: ___________________ 

 
3. It is published ______ time(s) a week. 

 
4. The number of pages in this newspaper is: ____________________________________ 

 
5. The publisher of this newspaper is: __________________________________________ 

 
6. The cost of the newspaper is: _______________________________________________ 

 
7. The name of a person who writes stories for this newspaper is: ____________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
8. The headline for one front page story is: ______________________________________ 

 
9. The story is about: ________________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
10.   My favorite item in the newspaper is: ________________________________________ 

 

  



Parts of a  
Newspaper 

 
 

Masthead (newspaper title) 

Short 
weather 
report 

Headlines 

Volume, Page Information, Location, and Date 

Price 

Picture to grab attention 

By-Line (Article’s Author) 



1820s Market 
Coloring Sheet  

 
  



1860s Blacksmith 
Coloring Sheet  

 
  



1890s Quadricycle 
Car Coloring Sheet  

 
  



1920 Suffrage 
Coloring Sheet  

 

  



1940s Steel Mill 
Coloring Sheet  



1950s Homelife 
Coloring Sheet 

  



1960s Civil Rights  
March Coloring Sheet  



1980s Mill Closing 
Coloring Sheet  
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