
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Your Hands-On-History At Your House Challenge  

for this week is to create a Newscast! 
 

Using the History Information for this week, focused on famous events in 
Mahoning Valley history, what news story do you want to tell? 

 

Newscasts and news stories are all about bringing information to the public.   
You can interview a guest, share information from the anchor desk, or even  

report live from an exciting event! 
 

Be sure to watch the Challenge Video for more information. 
 

Remember, you can be a Museum Assistant and create a smaller project or a  
Museum Curator and create a larger project.  Follow the guidelines below!   

Remember to share your finished project on social media with #HistoryAtMyHouse2020 
 

Museum Assistant Challenge 
 

Create a 1-minute long newscast to tell a 
story about a famous local event.   

Be creative!  Consider interviewing a guest 
or creating a “live” spot where you report 

directly from the event.  Use your 
imagination and let history guide you! 

 

Museum Curator Challenge 
 

Create a 3-minute long newscast to tell a 
story about a famous local event.   

Be creative!  Can you set up your own 
studio with an anchor desk?  Can you add 

in a live interview with a guest?  Do we 
need a weather check?  Use your 

imagination and let history guide you! 



 
History  

 
 

John Young Comes to the Connecticut Western Reserve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Early Industry Helps the Valley to Grow 
 

 
 

Coal mining around the 
Mahoning Valley led to many 

early industries and 
transportation systems.  The area 
had the needed natural resources 

– charcoal, limestone, iron ore, 
and coal – to produce iron.  The 

iron industry boomed for 
decades, bringing new 

transportation systems like a canal 
and the railroad into the area.  

Thousands of workers and their 
families also moved to the area for 

jobs in the iron industry. 
 

After the Revolutionary War, states 
gave up their claims to western land.  
Connecticut was the last state to sell 
their land and a group of investors 

called the Connecticut Land Company 
purchased it.  John Young was a 

businessman from New York and he 
purchased the land known as 

Township Two, Range Two – today, 
Youngstown.  History tells us that he 

arrived on June 27, 1796 with a group 
of men to survey the 15,560-acre 

property.  Young then began selling 
the land to buyers who would 

become Youngstown’s first residents.  
 



 
History  

 
 
The Civil War 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the years leading up to the Civil War, the Mahoning 
Valley was home to many spots on the Underground 
Railroad, helping enslaved African Americans to find 
their freedom.  When the Civil War broke out, men 

from all over the Valley enlisted to fight for the Union 
Army.  Youngstown’s own David Tod was even 

elected the Governor of Ohio! 
 

Soldiers from the Mahoning Valley were heavily 
involved in the Battle of Rich Mountain in Virginia.  
When they returned home, residents met them in 

Youngstown with a huge celebration, complete with 
a giant arch over Federal Street and young children 
dressed in uniforms.  The Valley continued to play a 
role through the end of war, supporting President 

Lincoln and the Union until its victory in 1865. 



 
History 

 
 
Charles Blondin Comes to Town 

 
 
 
 
 

Immigration Explodes in the Valley 
 

 

Everyone’s eyes were looking towards the sky as “The Great” Charles Blondin walked 
across Federal Street on a tightrope!  It was 1869 and the famous tightrope walker was 
traveling around the country showing off his skills.  People came from all over to watch 

the exciting event, hanging out of windows and lining the street for blocks.    

As local industries grew, more and more 
people were needed to fill the jobs.  In the late 

19th century, immigrants from all over the 
world, like this Italian family here, were 

flooding into the Mahoning Valley for work.  
Most everyone found work, especially in the 

new steel mills.  Families, though, still struggled 
and relied on organizations like the Christ 

Mission Settlement (today, the Rescue Mission) 
and the International Institute to help them 

adapt to life in their new home country. 
 



 
History 

 
 
Iron Turns To Steel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youngstown’s iron industry flourished after the 
Civil War.  By the 1890s the mills began 
converting from iron to steel.  James A. 

Campbell and George D. Wick founded the 
Youngstown Iron Sheet and Tube company in 
1900.  Eventually it was known as Youngstown 

Sheet and Tube and it became the largest 
locally owned steel mill the entire United States.  

By the 1920s, YST was worth more than one 
hundred million dollars!   

 
Other local industries also grew to help support 
the new steel industry.  Hundreds of thousands 

of people flocked to the Mahoning Valley for 
jobs.   At one point, Youngstown Sheet and 

Tube employed over 27,000 people.  The mills 
ran 24 hours a day, never shutting down.  The 
Mahoning Valley prospered with this amazing 
industrial growth.  By 1930, the population of 

Youngstown alone was 170,002 people.  
 



 
History  

 
 

 
Mill Creek Park Opens 
 

 
 
Idora Park Opens 
 

 
 

Idora Park, Youngstown’s famous 
amusement park, opened on May 30, 1899.  

Streetcars brought visitors from around 
Youngstown to enjoy the dancing pavilion, 

theatre, band stand, picnic area, and a 
carousel.  The Park was a great getaway for 

the Valley’s hard working residents.  The 
Idora Ballroom opened in 1910 and rivaled 
any ballroom in the country.  By 1920, the 

Park had its first rollercoaster!   
 

Baseball, boxing, and wrestling matches 
drew big crowds to the Park.  So did its 

swimming pool, Kiddieland, rides, and its 
famous food.   

Local lawyer Volney Rogers worked 
tirelessly in the 1880s and 1890s to 

secure the land around Mill Creek.  The 
land was slowly being purchased by 

industries but Rogers knew that 
something needed to be done to 

preserve its beauty and create a natural 
retreat for local citizens.  Mill Creek Park 
opened in 1893 and was the first park 

district in Ohio, even predating the State 
Park system.  Rogers worked to preserve 

the nature and wildlife in the park, 
creating lakes and recreation areas that 

have been enjoyed for well over  
100 years.  



 
History  

 
 

 
1913 Flood 
 

 
 
 
Steel Strife  
 

 
 
 

In the early years of the 1900s, working 
in steel mills was incredibly dangerous.  

Injuries were common, hours were 
long, and the pay was at a poverty 
level.  Workers had no protection if 
they were hurt on the job and work 

was inconsistent.  Overall, it was a very 
difficult job with little benefit.  As a 
result, workers went on strike many 

times over several decades.  They 
demanded better pay and safer 

working conditions.  Each strike was 
met with some success and some 

losses for the workers.  A few strikes 
even led to great destruction, as seen 

in this image after the 1916 riot.   

In March, 1913, it rained for four days 
straight, flooding nearly everything in 

Youngstown.  The flood convinced local 
authorities that it was time to do 

something to control the water of the 
Mahoning River.  As a result, dams were 

built to control the flow of water and 
potentially stop future floods.  This 

picture of the B&O Railroad Station in 
downtown Youngstown shows the 

height of the flood, almost the entire 
first floor was under water! 



 
History  

 
 

 
World War II 
 

 
 
 
 

The Race for TV 
 

 
 
 
 

In the 1930s and 1940s, people listened to the 
local radio for news and entertainment.  By the 

1950s, though, most households had a 
television and the race to see who would be 

the first local TV station on the air began.  Both 
WKBN and WFMJ received their licenses from 
the Federal Communications Commission in 

1952.  
WKBN, owned by Warren P. Williamson Jr. 

(seen here lounging at his desk), received its 
transmitter on January 1, 1953 and WFMJ, 
owned by William F. Maug Jr., received its 

transmitter only one day later.  WKBN was on 
the air by January 20, 1953 to broadcast 

President Eisenhower’s inauguration.  WFMJ 
was on the air with broadcasts by March.   

The Mahoning Valley’s role in 
supporting the war effort during World 

War II did not go unnoticed. At the 
time, the Valley was the nation’s fourth 

largest industrial center, producing 
10% of the nation’s steel.  While the 
communities relished this industrial 
growth, the community still faced its 

share of challenges. Families relied on 
coupon books and rations while food, 

clothing, and other supplies were 
scarce. To offset the limited workforce, 
many women went to work in jobs that 
had been generally done only by men. 

Women worked on assembly lines, 
operated machines (like this woman at 

Youngstown Sheet and Tube), and 
drove trucks in their effort to support 

the war industry. 



 
History  

 
 

 
Black Monday  
 

 
 
Idora Park Closes  

 
 

On April 26, 1984, a huge fire destroyed Idora Park’s Lost River ride, several game booths, the 
Park office, and most of the Wildcat rollercoaster.  That summer proved to be Idora Park’s last 

and it closed on September 3, 1984.    

On Monday September 19, 1977, 
Youngstown Sheet and Tube announced 

that it was closing its Campbell Works 
factory.  In one day, thousands of people 
lost their jobs.  Over the next few years, 
more than 10,000 people lost their jobs 

as other steel mills closed.   
 

Competition from foreign companies 
and changing environmental guidelines 
were just some of the reasons that the 
mills closed.  As people moved away 
from the area to find work elsewhere, 

other businesses also closed, like 
restaurants and stores.   



 
Your Timeline 

 

You Will Need: 
 Paper 
 Markers, crayons, or colored pencils 
 Imagination 
 Other art supplies as needed 

 

Directions:  
1. Think about the great events in your life – when you were born, your first 

birthday, your first day of school, your first bike ride – anything like that. 
2. Use paper to layout your events in a timeline order.  Remember, timelines 

tell the stories of important events. 
3. Be creative in how you tell your stories.  Do you have pictures you can add?  

Maybe a souvenir like a ticket stub? 
4. Hang your timeline up for everyone to see the most important events 

which have made you be you! 
 



 
Clapperboard  

 

You will need: 
 Clapperboard template 
 Scissors 
 Markers 
 Brass brad 
 Wooden Stick 
 Glue 

  

Directions: 
1. Cut out clapperboard 
2. Use a brass brad to poke through the two 

holes and connect the board with the arm 
3. Glue a wooden stick to the back of the arm for stability 
4. Decorate your clapperboard with markers 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Brass Brad 
Example 

 
 
 

Clapperboard 
Template 



 Create a  
Commercial  

 

You will need:   
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Video Camera 
 Other advertising materials 

 

Directions: 
1. Think about something you really 

like.  Maybe it’s a type of snack, a 
restaurant, or a favorite place to visit.  
Maybe it’s a business or your favorite 
pair of shoes! 

2. Create 3 or 4 “talking points” – 
reasons about why you like it so much. 

3. Turn those talking points into sentences and begin creating a script for your 
commercial.  The commercial length can be 15 or 30 seconds. 

4. Get inspiration from your favorite TV commercials and begin practicing. 
5. Can you add in any visuals?  Maybe an example of the product?  Maybe 

someone talking about how much they love it, too? 
6. Rehearse your commercial a few times before filming it.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TV Studio  
Coloring Sheet  
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