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Youngstown’s first schoolhouse was a log building, 
which stood on the southwest quarter of the public 
square. It opened around 1805 and very few students 
attended. By 1810 in Poland, teacher Jared Potter 
Kirtland was keeping a school of sixty young students.

Schools	in	other	townships	also	started	early.		Boardman	Center’s	first	schoolhouse	opened	
in	1803,	while	Austintown	Township,	Beaver	Township,	and	Smith	Township	opened	schools	
around	1810.		Canfield	opened	a	school	during	the	winter	of	1800-1801.		Poland	began	in	1801.		
These	small,	one-room	schoolhouses	remained	the	main	source	of	education	throughout	much	
of	the	1800s.		Some	school	windows	had	no	glass	and	teachers	put	oiled	paper	over	the	opening	
to	keep	the	outside	out	but	let	some	light	in.		At	the	time,	only	the	sun,	candles,	and	oil	lamps	
lit their space.

Requirements	for	students	were	not	as	specific	as	they	are	
today.		Some	students	would	attend	school	until	they	were	
10	or	12	years	old,	others	might	attend	until	they	were	16	
or	17	in	preparation	for	college.		Students	of	all	ages	were	
mixed	together	in	the	same	classroom	(the	school	only	had	
one	room,	after	all)	and	only	had	one	teacher.		Often,	older	
students	would	help	younger	students	with	simple	tasks.		
Students	used	slates	–	slices	of	stone	with	a	wooden	border,	
along	with	slate	pencils	for	their	school	work.		When	paper	
was	used,	students	wrote	with	quill	pens	–	feather	pens	
cut	to	a	point	and	dipped	in	ink.		

Youngstown’s	first	school	house;	courtesy	of	MVHS

“The qualifications for a 
schoolteacher in those days 

were few and moderate. 
If a man could read tolerably 
well, was a good writer, and 

could cipher as far as the rule 
of three, knew how to use the 

birch scientifically, and had 
firmness enough to exercise 
skill, he would pass muster.”

–	Dr.	Henry	Manning	

Youngstown’s first schoolhouse was a log building, 
which stood on the southwest quarter of the public 
square. It opened around 1805 and very few students 
attended. By 1810 in Poland, teacher Jared Potter 
Kirtland was keeping a school of sixty young students.

Slate	and	slate	pencil;	
courtesy	Martha’s	Vineyard	Museum
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Travel back in time and create your own 
historic journal and greased paper windows!

FOR	ALL	AGES	(with	adult	assistance)

At	left,	McGuff	ey	
Reader	Cover	
courtesy	of	MVHS

William	Holmes	McGuff	ey	was	born	
on	September	23,	1800,	and	moved	to	
Coitsville,	Ohio,	with	his	family	in	1802.		

By the time he was 14 years old, he was 
a	teacher	in	Calcutta,	OH,	working	with	
nearly	50	students.	His	students	ranged	

in	age	from	six	to	21	years	old.	

Very	few	textbooks	existed	at	the	time	and	
McGuff	ey	realized	that	students	needed	a	more	
standard	reading	curriculum.		He	published	his	
first	four	Readers	in	1836.		These	reading	books	
contained	stories,	vocabulary,	spelling	words,	essays,	
and	poems.		His	books	went	on	to	completely	
change	the	way	students	learned	and	teachers	
taught.		By	the	end	of	the	1800s,	more	than	100	
million	copies	of	his	Readers	were	sold.		Many	
people	still	have	these	books	and	use	them	today!

Courtesy	of	Ohio	History	Connection,	Ohio	Memory

At	right,	McGuff	ey	
Reader	Cover	
courtesy	of	

Miami	University



You will need:

MARBLE BOOK COVER

	 Have	questions?	
	 Ask	Traci	at	education@mahoninghistory.org.

Directions  |			FOR	ALL	AGES
	 (with	adult	assistance) •	 Shaving	cream	

	 (the	classic	foam	kind,	NOT gel)
•	 Paper	(thick	paper	works	best,	
	 but	copy	paper	is	fine)
• Shallow dish
•	 Food	coloring	or	paint
•	 Toothpick	or	skewer	
•	 Scraper	(a	wooden	craft	stick	
	 or	ruler)
• Copy paper to make the 
	 inside	pages	
• Stapler

1  Coat	the	shallow	dish	with	a	good	layer	
of	shaving	cream.

2  Dot	the	shaving	cream	with	a	variety	
of	food	coloring	or	paint.

3  Use	a	toothpick	or	skewer	to	swirl	
the	paint	around	and	make	a	fun	design.

4  Place	your	paper	onto	the	shaving	cream	
and	gently	press	to	make	sure	it’s	coated.	

5  Take	the	paper	out	and	use	a	�lat	scraper	(like	
a	craft	stick)	to	scrape	off		the	excess	shaving	cream.

6		Allow	to	dry.		Once	dry,	fold	the	paper	in	
half	with	4	additional	sheets	of	paper	and	staple	
in	the	middle	to	make	a	book	or	journal.	

7  You	can	reuse	the	shaving	cream	a	few	times	before	the	colors	
all	run	together.		Feel	free	to	do	the	process	over	and	over	again	
with	diff	erent	colors	and	designs!



 

	 Have	questions?	 
	 Ask	Traci	at	education@mahoninghistory.org.

OIL/GREASE PAPER WINDOW

•	 Thick	paper	(cardstock,	kraft	 
	 paper,	paper	grocery	bag)	
•	 Fat	or	oil	(butter,	olive	oil,	 
	 lard,	shortening)
• Newspaper or plastic sheet 
• Scissors

1  Cover	your	table	or	work	surface	with	
newspapers or a plastic sheet to keep it clean.

2  Cut	the	paper	into	workable	squares,	 
about	12	inches	by	12	inches.

3  Working	with	your	hands,	coat	the	 
paper	with	the	fat	or	oil	and	leave	it	to	 
dry	for	several	hours	or	overnight.

4  Once	the	paper	is	dry,	tape	it	to	a	
window	–	does	light	come	through?		
Would	enough	light	come	through	for	 
you	to	be	able	to	read	or	work?

5  Remember,	glass	was	really	expensive	and	
could	easily	break	while	being	transported	to	
the	Western	Reserve.		Without	glass	to	keep	
the	outside	out	and	the	inside	in,	do	you	think	
greased	paper	would	be	an	OK	solution	to	cover	
the	window	holes	in	your	school	or	house?

You will need:Directions  |			FOR	ALL	AGES
	 (with	adult	assistance)


