
“I cannot think of a house by itself 
without including as an essential 
part of it, its outward surroundings 
and external nature: the woods 
that provide its joist and rafters, 
the earth that supplies its mortar, 
brick, and stone; the coal whence 

it derives its 
heat; the lake 
that provides 
its water; the trees that ward off  the wind in Winter 
and shield it from the sun in Summer; and the 
garden that provides its �lowers. All these contribute 
their part to the completion of the ideal home.”

–Olive F.A. Arms

“I cannot think of a house by itself 
without including as an essential 
part of it, its outward surroundings 
and external nature: the woods 
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Join in Olive’s passion for design
and create your ideal home!

FOR ALL AGES

From Olive’s hand-drawn design to the real thing!

Olive Arms was a local woman who studied art.  
She designed her home – Greystone – and most of its 
Arts and Crafts features.  

You can visit her house!  She left it to MVHS and now it’s ARMS FAMILY MUSEUM.



You will need:

• Scissors 
• Glue 
• Pencil

GREYSTONE HOUSE

 Have questions?  
 Ask Traci at education@mahoninghistory.org.

 Directions  |   FOR ALL AGES

Build a 3D model of Greystone and then design your own  
dream house!
Remember to name your house, as all great houses have  
their own names.

1  Fold Blue Lines 2 Cut Red Lines 3 Glue 



 Have questions?  
 Ask Traci at education@mahoninghistory.org.

IMAGINE YOUR HOUSE

	 Olive	Arms	designed	her	own	house.	She	filled	it	with	architectural	details	of	her	 
	 favorite	things.	If	you	designed	a	house,	what	would	you	fill	it	with?

Name your house: Building Materials:

Draw your house

Describe your house:

1.

2.

3.

4.



DESIGN YOUR HOUSE

 Have questions?  
 Ask Traci at education@mahoninghistory.org.

 Door Window Bathtub Toilet Stove Top Sink

Architecture is the art and science of designing the built environment. Architects  
use drawings and symbols called blueprints to map out the houses they build. 
 
Can you design the  interior of your dream house using the key of symbols?


