
The	first	Native	Americans	to	live	this	area	arrived	
more	than	10,000	years	ago!

Throughout the centuries, 
Native Americans worked the 
land and developed their own 

culture, government systems, and 
language. They were often very 

migrant – moving from place to 
place to find food and resources. 

The	first	Native	Americans	to	live	this	area	arrived	
more	than	10,000	years	ago!

They built homes out of tree branches and bark 
tied together called Wigwams.  In larger villages, 
they often lived in Longhouses – also made of 
tree branches but big enough for several families 
to call home. 

Native Americans hunted for food but also cultivated 
(or planted) crops in large gardens.  The most common 

foods in their diet were squash (like pumpkins), corn, 
and beans.  Together, those three foods were known 

as “The Three Sisters”. 

Eastern Woodland Native Americans moved through 
the Mahoning Valley around the time that European 

settlers arrived – but by this point, there were no 
permanent Native American villages in our area.
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Travel	back	in	time	and	learn	more	about	
Native	American	life	with	these	activities.	

Dream Catcher Only—FOR AGES 7+  (small parts)



	 Directions		|   FOR AGES 7+  (small parts)

1 Fold the plate in half and cut out a large circle  
in the center (about 1/2 inch from the ribbed  
edge of the plate.)

2 Use the single hole punch to make holes  
around the inside of the circle. 

3 Add 3 holes along the outside of the circle at  
the bottom & 1 hole along the outside at the top. 

4 Use the markers to decorate the outside  
of your dream catcher. 

5 Cut one long piece of yarn (a few feet) and tie  
a knot on one end. 

6 Begin to weave the yarn through the holes  
on the inside of the plate, making the yarn  
crisscross like a dream catcher’s net.

7 Once the yarn has been used up, tie another  
knot to secure the “net” of the dream catcher in place. 

8 Add yarn, beads, and feathers to the bottom  
of the dream catcher (those 3 holes). 

9 Add a yarn tie to the top so you can hang it up! 

You	will	need:

• Paper plate  
• Scissors  
• Hole punch  
• Markers  
• Yarn  
• Beads 
• Feathers 

DREAM CATCHER

 Have questions?  
 Ask Traci at education@mahoninghistory.org.



Algonquin
Delaware** 
Miami* 

Iroquois
Chippewa 
Erie* 
Massasaugas* 

Mingo** 
Mohawk 
Oneida 

Potawatomi 
Seneca** 
Wyandot**

Ottawa 
Shawnee*

WORD SEARCH

 Have questions?  
 Ask Traci at education@mahoninghistory.org.

	 Directions		|   FOR ALL AGES

Find the names of Native American Tribes hidden among the letters below. Most of the tribes 
were considered part of the Algonquin or Iroquois confederacies. The single starred tribes  
lived in Ohio. The double starred tribes lived in the Mahoning Valley. 



The Native Americans of the Mahoning Valley had 
round wigwams covered with birch bark.

Make the one above by first coloring, then cut out along 
the heavy black line. Don’t forget to cut out the center 
hole. Next, paste the tabs over shaded areas like the 
wigwam shown at the right.

WIGWAM

 Have questions?  
 Ask Traci at education@mahoninghistory.org.

	 Directions		|   FOR ALL AGES



MOCCASINS

 Have questions?  
 Ask Traci at education@mahoninghistory.org.

	 Directions		|   FOR ALL AGES

Native Americans often put elaborate beadwork designs on their moccasins. These designs used  
symbols and repeated patterns such as diamonds, squares, lines, and animals. Make your own 
design for these moccasins. Remember, the moccasins should match.



CANOE

 Have questions?  
 Ask Traci at education@mahoninghistory.org.

	 Directions		|   FOR ALL AGES

Color the canoe in shades of brown and add small lines to represent the birch bark. Cut out the canoe  
and  attached tabs. Glue the tabs on the bottom and ends of the canoe to enclose the structure. 


