
The Mahoning Valley has a long history of automotive 
innovations! Cars, trucks, and vans have been important 
businesses in our area for more than 100 years. 
Here are some of those local car companies: 

Fredonia Manufacturing Company & the Fredonia Runabout – 
built in 1904 in Youngstown. It had seats for two people. 

They also built the Fredonia Tonneau which had 
room for five passengers. 

The Mahoning Valley has a long history of automotive 
innovations! Cars, trucks, and vans have been important 
businesses in our area for more than 100 years. 
Here are some of those local car companies: 

The Packard  company was started by James Ward Packard, 
William Packard, and George Lewis Weiss in Warren, Ohio.  
They built more than 400 cars from 1899 to 1903 before moving 
the company to Detroit, Michigan. 

The Mahoning Car Company built cars in Youngstown 
in 1905 but closed that same year. 

General Motors purchased land in Lordstown 
to build a large factory in the 1950s. Construction 
began in 1964 and the first Chevrolet Impala 
rolled out in 1966. Lordstown was known for 
many models including the Chevy Van, Vega, 
Cavalier, Cobalt, and the Cruz. General Motors 
shut down their Lordstown plant in 2019 but 
there are future plans for another automotive 
manufacturer to take over the factory.
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Can you join these manufacturers 
and make your own car? 

FOR AGES 7+  (small parts)



 Directions  |   FOR AGES 7+  (small parts)

1 Begin by threading one end of a pipe cleaner through 
two of the holes of one button. On the back side of the 
button, twist the threaded end together with the longer 
tail of the pipe cleaner.

2 Next cut a piece of straw just a little wider than  
the width of a clothespin. Put the piece of straw into 
the clamp part of the clothespin, then thread the  
long tail of the pipe cleaner from step one through  
the piece of straw. 

3 Thread the matching button onto the remaining  
tail of the pipe cleaner, threading and trimming it so  
that the button “wheels” have just a bit of clearance  
on either side of the straw “axle.” When you’ve got  
the length just right, again, twist the ends together  
on the back side of the button. 

4 Now, cut another piece of straw the same  
size as the first. Using glue attach the straw  
inside the other end of the clothespin, as close  
as you can get to the spring without compressing  
the straw. Allow it to dry completely before  
you go on to the next step.

5 Once the glue is dry, thread another matching pair  
of buttons onto a second pipe cleaner, inserting the  
pipe cleaner through the piece of straw, just as  
you did with the first set of wheels.

You will need:

• 2 sets of 2 matching  
  buttons (4 buttons   
  total) 
• 2 pipe cleaners 
• 1 straw 
• 1 clothespin  
• Glue

CLOTHESPIN CAR

 Have questions?  
 Ask Traci at education@mahoninghistory.org.


